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(Note: This is the last article of the October/December,
2012 issue of the Gospel Standard. It is not precisely a
summary, but merely a parting word, partly summation;
partly exhortation. We sincerely hope that this issue has
been of help to many. We anticipate some belligerency as
we have interacted with many Calvinists during the past
sixty years. We have many good friends numbered among
them. Many agree with almost everything taught herein,
but are unable to make a final and decisive break with
Calvinism. That is because they are not yet able to clearly
see that the tenets of Calvinism are at the roots of most
spiritual problems among those professing to be
Christians. We hope that will change.)

This issue is not designed to be belligerent toward any
person. We have dealt with doctrine, not individuals. We
make no effort to hide hatred toward all that is false. God
states clearly that lying and falsehood is abomination to
him. All of us must first hate what God hates before we
can truly love what God loves. God is the God of truth; all
truth originates with him. All doctrine that is not true must
be false.
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The system of Calvinism has very little particular truth in
it. All that is peculiar to Calvinism is false. This issue has
dealt with the basic foundation of Calvinism; that dark,
hidden part that some Calvinists would like to keep from
the sight of men. If a structure loses its foundation, that
structure crumbles to the earth.

We believe that many Calvinists love truth, but have been
blinded to it by the allurement of Calvinism. And
Calvinism has many allurements to many people. It offers
a quick and painless fix for sin. It offers instant
gratification through prayer. It offers instant just about
everything. In addition, it is very attractive to the worldly
mind which likes to try to follow Jesus and yet hold on to
the world and its sinful pleasures with a strong grip. It can
do this through the perseverance of saints theory. There are
many very devout people among Calvinists who are sick
at heart over the many abuses of holiness which they
observe all around them. One in particular was
complaining to me about the use of a known fornicator to
lead in worship. I explained that perhaps he ought to think
about the role of the doctrine which he practiced, in this
matter. He said, “You know, You are probably right.” I
haven’t seen him since. He was a professional man and did
not live in that locality.
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I have been in touch with many who grew so sick of the
corruption in their churches that they simply quit religion,
thinking corruption to be an inherent part of all religion.
But it is not. It may be an inherent part of churches, but it
is not a part of Christianity. Christians are those who love
God in deed and in truth, and follow as closely as possible
in the steps of Jesus, 1 Peter 2:21-22.

There is a way Christianity can be practiced in its purity.
It takes strong resolve and dedication. One must be
willing, and wanting, to part with every false way. That
which can not be supported by the written word of God
must be laid aside. One must think kingdom, not church.
Church has been around ever since the Gnostic cliche
which needed something with which to control. They in
effect said that all knowledge of divine matters was
restricted to them and those who wanted to know must
come to them. That worked with many, but not the
majority. So the old pagan idea of church was instituted
about the middle of the third century. Church, and the
invention of new doctrine pretty much did religion in as far
as purity was concerned. People who want control are not
concerned about truth; only about themselves.
Consequently, whatever it takes to gain and keep control
is what is taught and done. Control of the masses is what
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it has been about in religion since the Gnostic invasion of
religion.

Churches have central headquarters. Some claim they
don’t but for all practical purposes all churches are
centralized some place in authority. It may be cut up into
regional authority; school focused authority; paper focused
authority, etc but most people gravitate toward worldly
authority and support some form of it.

There are many honest, decent people who have grown
tired of all the corruption in religion, but Calvinism has
such a terrible hold on their minds that they can not drop
certain doctrines for the sake of truth and unity. The
kingdom of God is merely the rule of God within the
heart. It is God’s rule lodged in the deepest affections,
will, emotions of man. It becomes the common
denominator in all of God’s children; the mind-set of
Christ whose will was to do the will of the Father, even if
it cost him his life to do it. It is the spirit of godliness
which declares to all the world that holiness and
righteousness must reign as a result of the presence of the
kingdom of God. No righteousness; no kingdom. No
kingdom; no righteousness.
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Church leaders learned centuries ago that to control the
masses certain degrees of sin must be tolerated, and
sometimes encouraged. Churches where no sin is tolerated
die quickly and painfully because they are a stigma to their
tolerant brethren. False doctrines are tolerated under many
different excuses. But there are still many who will not
bow their knees to the god of this world in order to gain a
worldly minded person into their midst.

When one denies every basic doctrine of Calvinism, that
places that one outside the mainstream of all the churches.
That is where the kingdom of God is to be found. Sadly,
few are willing to pay the price to permit God to rule their
heart and life. They therefore go about wringing their
hands, bemoaning loudly that religion is going to hell in a
handbasket, and all the while extending fellowship to all
those who are sending it there. It just doesn’t make any
sense.

This issue has set forth the falsity of the foundation for all
of Calvinism. Without a foundation the superstructure has
no strength to stand. Yet, we predict that the masses will
ignore truth and continue to favor error. It always has and
it always will until the Lord returns. This issue has shown
the falsity of the claim that Jesus is a substitute for our
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sins. We have shown from the Bible that God clearly holds
responsible for sin, those who commit the sin. They must
give an account to God. A substitutionary death would
justify men in their sins without ever holding them
accountable for their sins. Even this is an irrational
statement because justification means a clearing of the
name to the point it held before the accusation. Doctrines
invented by men have a difficult position to adequately
describe in a rational way. There is no God approved
substitutionary death set forth in the Bible.

We have shown that in order to teach limited atonement,
the Calvinist must confuse people on the atonement by
claiming that the sacrifice and the atonement are one and
the same thing. That is not true. It never was true in the
Bible. Leviticus chapter 16 clearly shows that a sacrifice
was offered, then the priest took the blood of it to make the
atonement; first for himself, then for the people. It was not
until the blood was applied that the atonement was made.
So with the blood of Jesus. The sacrifice was made, then
Jesus as it were, offered his own blood in heaven as an
atonement for our sins. He died for all, but all men will not
accept the application of that blood, therefore will not be
saved. But the sacrifice was made for all men, Hebrews
2:9. Those who reject the application of the blood in their
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life will be lost.

We showed that the experiential religion Calvinists must
claim, is a fancy word for human testimony. The bottom
line of experience is the testimony of the one who has the
experience. By what criteria does he interpret his
experience? The bottom line is subjectivity; that which lies
within one. They can claim all they wish, but let them
prove one bit of it. I can claim to have an elephant in my
shirt pocket, but I can’t prove it. What good is a claim
without proof. That is where human testimony is; a claim
with no way to prove it. The testifying of the apostles was
not about themselves. They were witnesses of Jesus and
God; therefore theydelivered that testimony, 1 Corinthians
2:1-4.

For those who wish evidence; for those who wish
righteousness to reign; for those who wish God’s will to be
done, as in heaven, so on earth, then we offer the kingdom
of God. If you wish to study about the kingdom of God
there is an ebook with several hundred pages for sale on
our web site, www.booksaready.com.

In the meantime, we offer a free ebooklet: Unity: The
Natural By-Product Of the Kingdom. Just send us your
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email address. This is limited to ebook; no printed copies
available at this time.

We have a few copies of this issue which we printed extra.
These are free to those who want one as long as the present
quantity lasts. This issue shall be printed one article at a
time on my blog: booksaready@wordpress.com. It shall
also be on the free download section on my web site. We
trust that upwards of twenty thousand shall read it. May
God richly bless all who make an effort to read and
seriously consider this material.

________________________
This issue will be the last for the year, a combination of
two issues in one. Personal tragedies in the life of both
brother Elliott in the loss of his wife, and a stroke by
Wanda, my wife has taken much time and energy from our
life. We are regrouping and plan to be on schedule with the
first issue next year. That issue will deal with: Seeking
First the Kingdom of God.
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